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BOSTON (WHDH) - 

One worker dead after ammonia leak at Boston 
warehouse
Posted: Mar 23, 2016 6:53 PM EDT 
Updated: Mar 24, 2016 11:22 PM EDT 

Officials continue to investigate after a worker was killed 
after an ammonia leak at a warehouse in Boston. 

At around 5:55 p.m. on Wednesday, emergency crews responded to the Stavis 
Seafoods Warehouse at 7 Channel St. for a reported ammonia leak, according to 
the Boston Fire Department.

Despite full gear, responders were at first unable to enter the facility.

Crews were later able to enter the building to get four employees out safely, but 
they found the victim's body on the second floor by the stairs. 

By 9:20 p.m., crews had stopped the leak.

Around 5,300 pounds of the chemical leaked into the building.

Area businesses and residences were ordered to shelter in place during the 
incident.

A medical examiner will determine how the person died, according to the fire 
department. 

In a statement, Stavis Seafoods CEO Richard Stavis said:

“ We were devastated to learn that one of our warehouse employees 
has died as a result of the ammonia leak at a Stavis Seafoods warehouse. 
We are not releasing any further information until the employee’s family has 
been notified.  We are thankful that four employees who were in the 
building at the time were able to quickly and safely evacuate.  We want to 
understand exactly what happened and will of course cooperate with all 
authorities in their investigation.”

Firefighters unable to make entry to the area where the 
ammonia shutoff is. This is a very large cold storage facility.
6:53 PM - 23 Mar 2016 

25 16

Boston Fire Dept.
@BostonFire

 Follow

(Copyright (c) 2016 Sunbeam Television. All Rights Reserved. This material may 
not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.)

CONNECT

RECOMMENDED FOR YOU

70-year-old man dies after 
getting hit by drunk-driver in 
Worcester

Page 1 of 3Worker dead after ammonia leak at Boston warehouse - 7News Boston WHDH-TV

3/25/2016http://www.whdh.com/story/31551483/crews-responding-to-ammonia-leak-at-boston-ware...



Resort And Conference 
Center at Hyannis

With a stay at Resort and 
Conference Center at 
Hyannis you'll be centrally 
located in Hyannis steps fr...

$109

Margaritaville Hollywood 
Beach Resort

When you stay at 
Margaritaville Hollywood 
Beach Resort in Hollywood 
you'll be on the beach and ...

$521.10

Golden Nugget Hotel 
And Casino

Golden Nugget Hotel and 
Casino is in the heart of Las 
Vegas walking distance from 
Fremont Street Flightlinez ...

$61

Hilton Columbus 
Downtown

Located in Columbus Arena 
District Hilton Columbus 
Downtown is minutes from 
Greater Columbus Convent...

$159

Kahler Grand Hotel

With a stay at Kahler Grand 
Hotel you'll be centrally 
located in Rochester steps 
from Mayo Clinic and minut...

$109.69

Harrahs Hotel and 
Casino Las Vegas

Located in Las Vegas The 
Strip Harrah's Hotel and 
Casino Las Vegas is minutes 
from The Auto Collections ...

$72

reservationcounter.com

McCarthy's Gone 
CBS confirms 'Mike & Molly' will come to an immediate end 
after learning... 

Learn More 

Sponsored by Female First

0 Comments 1

Sponsored Stories

More from WHDH.com

These People Will Probably 
Die On A Motorcycle
(Epic Viral)

New Discovery: It May 
Possible to Reverse 
Mitochondrial Decay
(Fast Company)

Wall St. closes flat, five-week 
rally ends
(Channel NewsAsia)

Recommended by

RECOMMENDED FOR YOU

70-year-old man dies after 
getting hit by drunk-driver in 
Worcester

Page 2 of 3Worker dead after ammonia leak at Boston warehouse - 7News Boston WHDH-TV

3/25/2016http://www.whdh.com/story/31551483/crews-responding-to-ammonia-leak-at-boston-ware...



WHDH TV 7NBC WLVI TV CW56 
Sunbeam Television Corp 

7 Bulfinch Place 
Boston, MA 02114 

News Tips: (800) 280-TIPS 
Tell Hank: (855) 247-HANK Text Alerts • Mobile Apps • Program Schedule

• Community Calendar • News Tips •

Advertise with Us • Job Openings •

Internships • Expedient • Contact Us •

Closed Caption Concerns • WHDH FCC Public 

File • WLVI FCC Public File • EEO Public File 

Reports

All content © Copyright 2000 - 2016 Frankly Media and WHDH. All Rights Reserved. 

WHDH and WLVI broadcast educational and informational programming for children, and file quarterly reports

with the FCC detailing the station's outreach to children. The public may view the reports by going to 

www.WHDH.com and clicking on "FCC Public File," or by visiting the FCC's website at www.FCC.org

For more information on this site, please read our Privacy Policy, and Terms of Service, and Ad Choices. 

Angry wife gains Internet fame 
with Disney World photo

Man killed in Cambridge 
shooting

On to the Next Storm

SEARCH FOR IT HERE

SEARCHCONNECT WITH US HERE: 

RECOMMENDED FOR YOU

70-year-old man dies after 
getting hit by drunk-driver in 
Worcester

Page 3 of 3Worker dead after ammonia leak at Boston warehouse - 7News Boston WHDH-TV

3/25/2016http://www.whdh.com/story/31551483/crews-responding-to-ammonia-leak-at-boston-ware...



Home News Sports Weather Traffic Health Boston’s Best Video Audio Events Directory Travel Deals Contests Autos

FOLLOW US ON

Sign Up for Newsletters

Expand +

CBS Local Rewards 6 Log In Register Search

SPONSORED BY

41°

FOLLOW US

Boston SIGN UP FOR NEWSLETTERS

Worker Killed In Seaport District Ammonia Leak
March 23, 2016 10:30 PM

Filed Under: ammonia leak, Brian Caron, Stavis Seafoods

BOSTON (CBS) – An employee at a seafood company has died after an 
ammonia leak inside a warehouse in the city’s Seaport District.

Boston Fire responded to the Stavis Seafoods warehouse at 7 Channel 
Street at about 6 p.m. Wednesday.

The leak occurred at the end of the shift for the workers at the 
warehouse.

“Our first companies on the scene made entry to try to save one of the 
workers but they were pushed back by the product, the ammonia,” 
Boston Fire Chief John Walsh said.

The victim, identified only as an adult male, was found in a stairwell.
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Firefighters respond to ammonia leak at Stavis Seafoods in South Boston (WBZ-
TV)

Four other workers who were in the building were able to evacuate.

The leak prompted a Level 3 Hazmat response and firefighters wore fully 
encapsulated suits when they entered the building.

The ammonia leak was stopped when firefighters shut down the main 
valve several hours after they arrived at the warehouse.

Hazmat crews at ammonia leak in Seaport District (WBZ-TV)

Officials do not know how the leak started.

Boston Police Commissioner William Evans says homicide detectives 
and OSHA are investigating the incident.

In a statement, Stavis Seafoods said they were “devastated” and they 
were working with authorities to understand what happened.

While the leak was still active, police shut down several streets and told 
nearby residents and businesses to shelter in place.
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Associated Press March 23, 2016, at 11:16 p.m. + More

Authorities say a worker died in an 
ammonia leak from a seafood 
warehouse in the Seaport District in 
south Boston

Firefighters respond to an ammonia leak at seafood warehouse in the Seaport District in south Boston, 
Wednesday, March 23, 2016. (Stuart Cahill/The Boston Herald via AP) BOSTON GLOBE OUT; METRO 
BOSTON OUT; MAGS OUT; ONLINE OUT; MANDATORY CREDIT 

BOSTON (AP) — One worker died in an ammonia leak Wednesday at a seafood warehouse in the 
Seaport District in south Boston, authorities said.

Fire officials said the man was inside the warehouse but emergency responders were unable to reach 
him initially because of the strong fumes when they arrived at Stavis Seafoods Warehouse after receiving 
reports of a leak about 6 p.m. Wednesday.

"They were pushed back by the product, the ammonia," Boston Fire Chief of Operations John Walsh told 
WCVB television station.

The leak was reported near the end of a work shift when employees began noticing a strong odor and 
saw a leak coming from the plant.

"It's a very large ammonia leak inside of a cold storage facility used for seafood processing," Boston Fire 
Department spokesman Steve MacDonald told the Boston Herald.
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+ More

Fire officials said it was coming from a 5,400-pound tank, but they didn't know how much ammonia had 
escaped before the main valve was shut off and the leak stopped. A hazmat team wearing protective 
suits stopped the leak within hours.

Ammonia is used as a refrigerant.

Richard Stavis, CEO of Stavis Seafoods, said company officials were devastated to learn that a 
warehouse employee had died and that they would work with authorities on their investigation.

"We are thankful that four employees who were in the building at the time were able to quickly and safely 
evacuate," he said in a statement.

Stavis said the employee who died would not be identified until his family had been notified.

Walsh said the public wasn't in danger. But as a precaution, nearby streets were closed off and business 
people and residents were advised to shelter in place or stay away from the area.

A strong smell of ammonia wafted over parts of the Seafood District.

The medical examiner is to determine the cause of death.

Fire officials didn't immediately return a call Wednesday night for further details.

Copyright 2016 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, 
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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